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Study site and methodology



Results overview

• 6 year time period

• 4 survey years: 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2019

• 4 survey sites

• 9718 pots hauled over 81 survey days

• 74,606 commercial shellfish species recorded (28,113 
lobsters)

• Main focus of the study was the more economical 
lobster fishery



Catch statistics

• Average catch rates increased across all
sites over time

• Economic return (landings)remained stable 
with the exception of the wind farm in 2015 
(closure effect)

• No significant difference in catch rates or 
landings between the wind farm or export 
cable and their associated control sites 
(exception of landings for 2015: wind farm 
closure effect).

Wind farm closure effect discussed in Roach et al., (2018) 



Size structure



Summary

• The fishery did not want the wind farm initially.
• The fishery has adapted to the presence of the 

wind farm and fish there daily with the site still 
being productive.

• The fishing industry led research, has shown no 
detrimental effects over 6 years.

• The fishery has benefited from the relationship 
developed with Ø rsted.

• The wind farm is becoming a key site into 
understanding the interaction between 
offshore wind energy and crustacean fisheries.
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